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Portales Junior High School 
Portales Junior High School operates on a six period day.  A successful 

academic program is carefully centered on a strong core curriculum that provides all 
students the same basic course of study in the areas of: English/Language Arts, 
Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Physical Education, Fine Arts, and exposure to 
Technology/Careers.  In order to ensure success for all students regardless of their 
functioning levels, many instructional strategies are used.  Students with special needs 
are accommodated through a wide range of programs including Inclusion classes. 
 

Collaboration among parents, teachers, administrators, students, and staff 
provides a sound basis for education to be effective.  The Portales school district 
encourages parental and community involvement in educating our young people. 
Parents and area businesses, community service agencies, and social agencies are all 
important in that collaboration. 
 

Portales Junior High School is an educational setting that serves students who 
are between the ages of 12 and 14, typically, in grades 7 and 8.  The school is 
committed to educational excellence appropriate for young adolescents whose needs 
are different from their younger and older counterparts. 
 
 

Honors Classes  
 

Eighth grade students may take Honors classes in English and Mathematics.. 
Seventh grade students are offered Honors classes in English and Mathematics.  These 
classes require additional time, student initiative, and high academic ability.  Students 
are admitted to Honors classes based on academic performance, test scores, and 
school recommendation.  Specific requirements for English and Mathematics 
Honors classes are given in Course Descriptions.  High School credit is NO 
LONGER GIVEN for 8th grade Honors classes taken at Portales Junior High School. 
 

Grading Scale 
 

A uniform grading system for translating numerical scores to letter grades is used 
in all secondary schools.  This four-point system is as follows: 
 
 
 A = Excellent (90-100) = 4 points 

B = Good       (80-89) = 3 points 
C = Average   (70-79) = 2 points 
D = Passing    (60-69) = 1 point 
F = Failure      (59 and below) = 0 points 

Calculation of Grades 



 
Semester Grades 

 
1st (or 3rd) 9 weeks grade = 50% of the semester grade 
2nd (or 4th) 9 weeks grade = 50% of the semester grade 
 

 
Final Year End Grades 

The final grades of each semester are averaged to determine the final year end grade. 
 
 
 
 

High School Credit 
 
High School credit is given for any Algebra 1 classes taken at Portales Junior High. 

 
 

Schedule Changes 
 

It is occasionally necessary that some schedule changes take place.  Schedule 
changes will be considered for the following reasons only. 
 

1.  Class conflict 
2.  To correct errors 
3.  Injury or Illness (i.e., P.E.) 
4.  Balancing Classes 
5.  Extenuating circumstances with approval of Principal 

 
  

Criteria for Passing/Failing 
 

Students must earn passing grades (year-end final grade) to be promoted to the 
next higher grade.  If a student earns two F grades (year-end final grades) in core 
courses, he/she will fail and be recommended to repeat the grade.  There are no 
waivers for 8th grade students. 

 
  



Portales Junior High School 
Course Descriptions 

 
Eighth Grade 

 
 

Required Electives 
                  English/Literature  

Math Varsity Band 
Integrated Science Choir 
U.S. History Teen Leadership 
Career Exploration Yearbook/Visual Art 

Spanish 
P.E. (female) 
P.E. (male) 
Library Aide (by recommendation) 
Office Aide (by recommendation) 
Art 
Media Arts 
Guitar 
Rocket Science 
CAREER COURSE 
Comp. Fam. & Cons.Sci. 
Computer Applications 
Comprehensive Ag. Exp. 
FFA (Full Year Course) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8th Grade Required Courses 
 
8th Grade English/Literature 

English is studied so that students can become increasingly proficient in the oral 
and written use of the English language.  Word formation is studied to develop 
vocabulary and spelling.  Daily language practice will be used to emphasize 
correct use of grammar, spelling, mechanics, sentence structure, word usage, 
and punctuation.  A variety of literature will be read to provide the basis for the 
study and understanding of basic literary elements, increasing vocabulary, and 
development of writing. 
 
 

8th Grade Honors English 
 An in depth study of the English language will be provided through literature and 
writing.  Daily language practice will be used to emphasize correct use of 
grammar, spelling mechanics, sentence structure, word usage, and punctuation. 
Literature will be the basis for the analysis of use of literary elements, increasing 
vocabulary, and development of writing.  Students will be enrolled in this 
advanced course according to the following criteria. 

 
 
 

Criteria for Honors English 
 

● Students will have a reading level at or above the grade level they are entering. 
● Students should have maintained an “A” all school year in their current grade 

level. 
● Students will have demonstrated various writing techniques and can thoroughly 

express themselves through writing. 
● Students will have demonstrated an exceptional work ethic in their L.A. class all 

school year. 
● PARCC score for the  previous school year. (previous year should be Advanced 

or Proficient)  
 
 
If students meet all requirements, then they will be recommended for the 8th Honors 
advanced L.A. class for the upcoming school year. 
  



 
8th Grade Math (Pre-Algebra) 

Course begins with a review of basic math concepts (addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, division, decimals, fractions, and percentages).  After completion 
of the review, such topics as basic geometry, probability and statistics, positive 
and negative numbers, metric measurements, and number theory are introduced. 

 
 
8th Grade Honors Math (Algebra I) 

A complete course in Algebra I will be taught.  Students will be enrolled in this 
class according to the following criteria. 

 
 
 

Criteria for Honors Math  
 
1.  Placement in Algebra I will be determined by: 

A.  Teacher Recommendation  
B.  Previous course and grade 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Integrated Science 
Course introduces students to topics from earth and space science, life science, 
physical science, and environmental science, when possible in an integrated 
manner.  The materials may be organized around thematic units that use inquiry 
and help put the topics into familiar contexts.  Each student must participate in 
the district science fair.  

 
 
U.S. History 

Course surveys the historical development of man from early civilization, the first 
explorers, and the historic background of our American democratic culture from 
colonial times through the Civil War a period, and to the early 1900’s. 
 
 
 

Ell-Language Arts/Ell-Speaking 
Courses are designed to work in conjunction for the English Language Learner. 
Admission to the course(s), is based of Language Assessment Scales scores 
and teacher recommendations.  Students will learn basic vocabulary as well as 
important literature and U.S. culture studies. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Career Exploration 
 

Semester courses that focus on: 
 

Business/Office - Skills and techniques of computer application with a focus on 
careers. 

 
Industrial Technology/Agriculture Exploration - Opportunities for students to 
become familiar with the construction industry and the world of agriculture. 

 
Family and Consumer Science - A study of economics, housing, clothing, child 
development, food service, and careers related to these fields. 
 
FFA (This is a full year course)-Course is designed to orient students to the 
agricultural program.  Students will utilize communication, leadership, and critical 
thinking skills in their application to comprehensive agricultural topics (FFA, 
careers in agriculture, record keeping, parliamentary procedure, judge and select 
land, crops, produce, and livestock, oral presentations).  

 
 
Students will select the first semester course; second semester selection will be 
dictated by the schedule.  Career Exploration classes in the 8th grade, are a 
continuation from the 7th grade level. 
 
 
  



8th Grade Elective Courses 
 

Concert Band 
Course develops skill and technique for playing brass, woodwind, and percussion 
instruments, covering a variety of non-specified band literature styles (concert, 
marching, orchestral, and modern styles).  It is designed for students who have 
taken beginning band and have developed basic music reading skills and 
performance techniques.  There are several required performances and may 
require after school rehearsals.  Activities may include parade marching, school 
assemblies, public concerts and solo and ensemble opportunities, Students are 
allowed in this class only with the instructor’s approval.  Placement in this 
course is determined by the instructor and by eligibility requirements for 
school activities. 

 
 

 
 Choir 
 

Open to 7th and 8th grade students, this class offers the opportunity to participate 
in a vocal music program dedicated to the pursuit of excellence in music through 
performance. Chorus students will learn to use their vocal instrument to create a 
correct and pleasing singing sound in conjunction with one another. In addition to 
learning proper vocal production and technique, students will also learn music 
reading skills, sight-singing skills, and performance skills. Chorus also offers 
opportunities for students to develop team building and leadership skills. This is a 
performance-based class. Participation in concerts (5 through the year) and 
competitions (2 through the year). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Yearbook/Visual Arts 

Students are enrolled in this course only by permission of the instructor.  The 
function of this class is to create and publish the school yearbook.  Students will 
be exposed to many different types of technical writing and layouts of this 
publication.  The course will require students to cover specific areas as 
photographers, and page layout artists.  Students will begin by learning the 
basics of photography and computer programs, which will be used to assist in the 
production of the school yearbook.  Students must be able to meet deadlines. 

 



Introduction to Art 
Course introduces students to a variety of tools, materials, skills and techniques 
through the elements and principles of design.  Students learn to critique their 
work and the work of others. 

 
Library Aide 

Students are enrolled in this course only by permission of the Librarian.  The 
course provides students with the opportunity to work in the library.  Duties may 
include assisting students and staff in finding reading material and information for 
research, checking out and checking in library materials, reshelving books, 
keeping an assigned area of the library organized and dusted, and completing 
one project each grading period.  Students will become proficient in using the 
computers to locate library holdings and will learn to use the Internet search 
engines to locate specific information.  Students gain experience in library 
science. 
 

 
Office Aide 

Students are selected for this course by the administration.  Office Aides work in 
the main office and other areas of assignment.  Responsibilities will include 
various duties and office work commensurate with abilities.  Emphasis will be 
placed on developing a positive, professional attitude about work. 

 
Physical Education 

Physical Education at Portales Junior High consists primarily of the following 
activities with emphasis placed on basic skills, carry over activities, and the rules: 
fitness, team sports, volleyball, basketball, softball, soccer, track and field, 
individual sports, badminton, weight training, recreational games, relays, scooter, 
frisbee, aerobics, and physical fitness program.  A health course will also be 
taught during the year.  Students will be required to furnish proper clothing for 
physical education and a master combination lock.  Students must furnish their 
own towels.  Students will be integrated during any activities that can be 
conducted on a co-educational basis. 

 
 
 
 

Spanish 7/8  
During the course, students will learn advanced grammatical concepts, study and 
translate Spanish literature from Cervantes to Allende, and explore the culture 
more in depth.  Students will be required to do a major semester project and 
participate in Festival Romanico, a Spanish festival put on by ENMU each year. 
Prerequisites are: 
1.  Students continuing from 7th grade Spanish will be admitted based on  



     performance and interest. 
 
Media Arts 

This course is a hands-on course that emphasizes the development of 
knowledge and skills required for the production of media. Students will work with 
video cameras and still cameras in order to create projects. As well as familiarize 
themselves with iMacs and Apple programs such as GarageBand and iMovie 
Maker. The activities and projects in this course of study are designed to prepare 
students to meet the challenges of a technologically advanced society. In 
addition, there is a focus on the creative process which will give students 
practical skills, appropriate motivation, and the knowledge needed to 
communicate ideas, feelings, and beliefs through the media artwork they create. 

 
Teen Leadership 

 
Teen Leadership is a class in which students learn to foster a healthy 
self-concept, healthy relationships and learn to understand the concept of 
personal responsibly.  Throughout the class, students will employ various 
technologies to support and empower them with a need for vision in goal setting, 
both personally and professionally.  Students will develop leadership, 
professional, and business skills including public speaking and communication. 
This course will develop an understanding of Emotional Intelligence and the skills 
it measures, which include self-awareness, self-control, self-motivation, and 
social skills.  Other topics covered in the course will include: the concept of 
principle-based decision making, responsible financial decisions, effects of peer 
pressure, bullying prevention, problem solving-skills, and social media's impact 
on image. 
 

Guitar 
Guitar is a class that is open to both 7th and 8th grade students.  Students of all 
different skill levels and music reading abilities are welcome to join our class. 
Students will be able to work in both small and large groups to prepare and 
perform for different events and venues.  Guitar offers opportunities for students 
who may not be involved in sports or any other arts based programs an 
opportunity to be involved in school activities and develop their creative process. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


